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BY THE g
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NO. -
S REPRODUCED FROM THE
TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COMEQ HOLDINGS OF THE
| TEXAS STATE ARCHIVES

' T am vetoing and flling with the Secretary of 3tate
House Bill No. 8143, which was passed at the recently-adjourned
Regular Session of the Fiftleth Legislature.

/mhis b1ll was orlginelly reported to me to be & measure
making three small rural schools eligible for rural ald funds.
Subsequently, I found that &an amendment had been put on the blll
which would take the remalning rural aid equalization funds this
year and divide them among schools --- schools which have now
finlshed their school year and are not in operation

The Leglslature provided for a $300 increase ln the
pay of teachers in rural aid schools at the beginning of the
Session. I glgned that bill, and the teachers have recelved that
grant. House Bill 843 now seeks to glve an additional allowance
of approximately $1,000,000 for purposes other than teachers!
salarles, to be credlted to the current year's budget. In passing
the $55 per sapita blll and the $36,000,000 equalization aid bill,
the Leglslature has been generous with the schools for the next
biennlum.

The author of the original verslon of House Bill
843 advises me.that he had no knowledge of the action taken in
attaching the amendment. I am informed further that thls actlion
was talcen while the billl was on the local and uncontested bill
calendar and that the majority of the members of the Leglslature
knew nothing about this amendment, and that it was not "legislatlve
intent" that this $1,000,000 of State funds be so spent. .
/s1nce this amendment would appropriate $1,000,000
_of the people's money for schools which are already closed for
the school year; since no essentlal harm can possibly come to the
schools by not recelving 1t; and since the amendment was doubtless
passed in error and in misunderstanding, I am vetolng the bill.
Unfortunately, 1t is not possible to veto the objectlonable
matter separate from the provisions for the three small schools
which the bill sought in the beginning to help At some later tilme,
we shall have to see what can be done for them.

House BLlll 843 reached my office less than ten days
before the end of the Regular Sesslon of the Fiftleth Leglslature.
Tn accordance with the Constiltution, 1t 1s belng flled with the
Secretary of Stute together with thls proclametion contalnlng my
objections to the bill.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto
signed. my name officilally and caused
the Seal of State to be affixed hereto
at Austin, thls the 10th day of June,
A. D., 1947, .
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